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MUSIN8S. 

PT  8. B. FURRY. 

fitkome years after the Savior had arisen from the 
^3ftomb and ascended into heaven, he again ap 
peared in the spirit to the beloved disciple, John 
upon the isle of Patmos, and announced to him 
that "He that overcometh, the sam« shall be 
clothed in white raiment, and I will not blot out 
his name out of the book of life, but I will confess 
his name before my Father, and before his angels. 
I will make him a pillar in the temple of my God, 
and he shall no more go out ; and I will write up, 
on, him the new name of my God, and the name of 
the city of my God, which is the new Jerusalem, 

/ which cometh down out of heaven from my God." 
./ "To him that overcometh will I also grant to sit 

with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, 
and am set down with my Father in his throne, ti- 

, While I was musing upon these heavenly" 
dings, I was forced to the conclusion, that we in 
our finite minds, can not sufficiently comprehend 
these beautiful, glorious and encouraging prom- 
ises. Our natures are too complex to take in 
thoroughly all the grandeur and happiness await- 
ing the redeemed. "Now we see through a glass 
darkly" ; "Now we know in part." But the more 
we set our affections upon heaven and heavenly 
things, the better can we comprehend, the better 
do we become fortified and the more able are we 
to resist temptations, to overcome the difficulties, 
to surmount the trials, and to calm our troubled 
thoughts, The Psalmist David, who experienced 
temptations, afflictions and bereavements in life, 
exclaimed : "God is my refuge and strength, a 
very present help in time of trouble. Therefore 
will I not fear though the earth be removed ; and 
the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea ; 
though the wattrs thereof roar and be troubled ; 
though the mountains i-hake with swelling thereof." 
Let trouble come. Though dark and gloomy 
clouds may fly across our pathway, we as sons 
and daughters of God are able to throw ourselves 
back upon the resources of heaven. We can loox 
up to God, the all wisp, and feel assured that the 
promises are ours ; the white raiments will be 
ours ; the new names that are written in the 
Lamb's book of life will be ours ; the palms of vic- 
tory will be ours ; Christ will be ours and heaven 
with all its glory will be ours, if we overcome the 
world as our Master overcame the world. What 
matter it, though our apparel be worn and rag- 
ged ? Christ will give us a robe of righteousness. 
Though adversity will break in upon us and our 
homes will be taken ? Christ will secure us a 
home with a clear title within the mansions of his 
Father's kingdom. Though our worldly loving 
friends fail and forsake us, Christ will send his 
ministering angels to hover around us as body- 
guards to protect us. Though our food be poor 
and our bread be scant, Christ will honor us 
with the invitation to sit at his regal banquet 
when ho shall reign as King of kings and Lord of 
lords, and thus shall we be enabled to satisfy our 
souls with the bread of heaven and the waters of 
life w'uich flow from the throne of God. Oh, the 
deep, the broad, the overflowing river of God's 
peace rolling and swelling within tire Christian's 
heart! 

"Let cares in wild deluge come. 
Let storms of sorrow fall ; 

Se we but safely reach our borne, 
Our God, our heaven, our all." 

Life is uncertain and may end at any time. 
Death, sooner or later, is inevitable. It cuts 
down in infancy, in childhood, in youth, in man- 
hoqd, in middle age, and in old ag». It is no re- 
specter of persons. The wise and the simple 
must alike fall; the master and the servant, the 
noble and the ignoble, the king and the slave ; 
all, all must yield as victims to the great monster 
death. There is no exception, whatever. Mill- 
ions upon millions that nave been born in the past 
ages have been cut down by the pale rider, and 
their bodies have moldered into dust. Their eyes 
are closed, their lips are silent, their life's journey 
is ended. Every day, every hour, and wo might 
say, almost every minute, can be said "Earth to 
earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust," as the clods of 
the hills and valleys drop upon the casket into the 
tomb of some poor mortal. Generations of un- 
born millions must alike, in the future, follow in 
the same solemn train over the bridge of life. The 
funeral dirge will be sung, the requiem will be 
chanted ; as the pall of oblivion in death and the 
grave will hide them in mother earth. 

With these solemn reflections, let us look for- 
ward when all the noise, business and tumult of 
this world shall close upon us forever. It is well 
to consider our latter end with a view to enjoy the 
glory awaiting us in the great future. It is only 
in the great power of Christ in God that shall bring 
us forth again in the morn of the resurrection to 
renew us in life, if not to infinite joy and happi- 
ness, then to everlasting sorrow and despair. To 
the obedient it will be said, "Well done thou good 

and faithful servant, enter thou into the joys of thy 
Lord" ; to the disobedient, "Depart from me ye 
workers of iniquity, into everlasting fire, prepared 
tor the devil and his angels." "It the righteous 
scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly and sin-, 
ner appear." "Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise 
being left us of entering into his rest, any of yon 
should seem to come short of it." 

Martinsburg, Pa. 
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PSALM XV. 
W^ ord who shall abide in thy tabernacle ? Who 
<*£«J*hall dwell in thy holy hill ? He that walk- 
eth uprightly, and worketh righteousness, and 
speaketh the truth in his heart. He that baek- 
biteth not with his tongue, nor doeth evil to his 
neighbor, nor taketh up a reproach against his 
neighbor ; In whose eyes a vile person is con- 
demned ; but he honoreth them that fetr the 
Lord ; he that sweareth to his own hurt, and 
changeth not ; he that putteth not out his money 
to usury, nor taketh reward against the innocent. 
He that doeth these things shall never be moved. 
1—5. 

These words were impressed upon my mind 
as I read over them. How many profesB that 
they know God and that he dwelleth in them, but 
in vain do they worship him, teaching the com- 
mandments of men. For by grace are we saved 
through faith ; and that not of ourselves : It is 
the gift of God ; not of works, lest we boast. We 
had better dwell upon the works of the Lord, as 
contrasted with the works of man ; because we 
must know, beloved, that the grand dispute, in 
which all other disputes merge, in the day in 
which we live, is just simply this : Is Christianity 
the work ol God or the work of the creature ? 
All the difficulties, all the doubts, all the free-will 
mutterings, all the controversies, merge in that 
one question. Our Lord put it in that form to 
those who came to question him. He says : "I 
will also ask you a question : The baptism of John, 
was it from heaven or of men ?" The same thing 
is now : The baptism of the Holy Spirit, the work 
of grace, that which constitutes real Christianity, 
vital Godliness : Is it from heaven or of men i 
Is it the manufacture of the creature or the work- 
manship of God V If the latter the work is glori- 
ous ; if the former, contemptible and vile, and 
nothing less than actual rebellion against God. 
Think me not severe ; nay, I ask no favor—think 
me severe, if you like, while I say that three 
fourths of the religion of the presencday is nothing 
less than absolute rebellion against God. It is a 
rejection of God's method of saving sinners to set 
up man's pride, stubbornness, free-will and self- 
righteousness in the face of God's proclamation. 
Thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ." He has loved 
us with an everlasting love, and with loving kind- 
ness draws us to his banqueting house, where his 
banner will be over us in love. No wonder the 
apostle says : "By grace are je saved, through 
faith ; and that not of ourselves ; it is the gift of 
God." Let us honor his holy name, in the way of 
singing praises to him who doeth all things right, 
and none can stay his hand. O the depth ot his 
riches both of wisdom and knowledge of God ! 
How unsearchable a>-e his judgments, and his 
ways past finding out ! 

Farewell for  this  time.    May  God   bless you 
with all the true Israel, is my prayer. 

Hopewell, Pa. Mrs. L. 111 \ i —. 

OUR BRETHREN. 
eretofore we have been as  sheep   without   a 

 shepherd, scattered all over the country with 
scarcely any church houses to worship in, and with 
few ministers to gather in those outside, and keep 
those in who have already entered the fold. From 
California to New Jersey folds had been entered 
by Pharisaical priests, in shepherds' clothing, and 
ejected lambs and in many cases the blood of the 
fiock. These have withstood the. cruelty of the 
shepherds, survived the cold winter winds and 
summer hail until they have been obliged to seek 
shelter and food for themselves. Our people de- 
serve much credit for the tenacity with which they 
cling to the doctrine they so much prize. Even 
now we have comparatively limited material to 
hold forth the words of eternal life to the hungry 
soul. Our church edifices are limited in numbers. 
Our members are scattered and we are sometimes 
perplexed as to where to build a house ot worship 
so as to accommodate our people. We find many 
of our people living in towns and cities, where we 
have no churches, nor even . a sermon preached. 
These brethren often live but a few rods from some 
costly church edifice, in which feloquent sermons 
are preached weekly, yet they stand up tor the 
principles of the gospel as understood by them on 
their entering the fold of Christ. This is by no 
means a trifle to withstand when we consider hu- 
manity in its proper light. 

It is quite an easy thing to be a Methodist in a 
Methodist neighborhood ; it is also quite eaay to 
be a Simon-pure Dunkard in a Simon-pure Dunk- 
ard neighborhood, but it is not so easy and some- 
times pleasant to be different from those about ns. 

When I find persons of this kind, whether mem- 
bers of the Brethren church or members of some 
other church, I can not but feel to sympathize 
with them, and make them special objects of 
thought and meditation. Any man can be a man 
among n#n. but let him try to be a man among 
fools and inebriates. Our isolated and scattered 
brethren deserve special praise for their sacrifice 
and devotion to the cause which they espouse. 
It is the duty of us all to share the burdens ot 
these, our brethren, give them our sympathy and 
encouragement, and so fulfill the law of God. 

Fishers Hill, Va, GEO. A. COPP. 
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Worship Him that made Heaven and Earth. 
Man worship must cease. The abomination of 

making rules to measure the Lord's people 
with will have to come down. To some it looks like 
a dark time. The Lord said in the old prophecy, it 
was a smoky time. God's judgments will be 
made manifest and unless people close their eyes 
on purpose they will see that God has a hand in 
this matter. Nine tenths of the people today are 
going by their feelings. They just feel right. 
There is no better sign that a person is blind. 
They go feeling along until they find some build- 
ing, slip in at the first door they find, and think 
they are in the church ; and lo, when the smoke 
clears away, they find they are in some building 
made by dying mortals ; not in the Lord's house 
at all. May God forbid that I should belong to a 
church built upon doctrines and commandments 
of men. The angel that had the gospel to preach 
said with a loud voice : "Fear God, and worthip 
him who made heaven and earth." And the third 
angel followed, saying with a loud voice ; "If any 
man worship the beast and his image, and receive 
his mark in his forehead," "or in his hand," that 
means to do his dirty work, the same shall drink 
of the wine of the wrath of God. The Lord's an- 
gel again said ; "Thrust in thy sickle, and reap ! 
Lift up your oyes and look ! The fields are white." 

Brethren and sisters, for heaven's sake send out 
reapers. Better make some sacrifice, than to roll 
in luxury, and have no share in the rich dividend 
that will be made at the harvest feast at the end 
of the world. Are we going to meet God empty 
handed ? 1 

Dallas Center, Iowa. CLARA FLOKA. 

Brother J. Allen Miller's Texts. 
The following is a list ol the scriptural text used 

by brother J. Allen Miller, while holding our late 
series of meetings at Dunlaps Chapel, Indiana: 

1. "For I am not ashamed of the gospel of 
Christ."    Rom. 1 : 10. 

2. "Heaven and earth bhall pass away." Matt. 
24:35. 

3. "For the   wages of sin is death."    Rom. 2'i. 
4. "This is a faithful saying."    Tim. 1 : 15. 
5. "But without faith it is impossible to please 

God."    Heb. 11 : 6. 
6. "What must I do to be saved?" Acts 16:30. 
7. "Finally my brethren, he strong in the Lord." 

Eph.   6 : 10. 
8. "Come unto me all ye that are heavy laden." 

Matt. 11 : 28. 
9. "No man cometh unto the Father but by 

me."   John 14 : G. 
10. Stretch forth thy hand, and he did so." 

Luke G : 10. 
11. "Verily I say unto you, the hour is com- 

ing."   John 5 : 25. 
12. "Ye are my friends if ye do whatsoever I 

command you."    John 15 :14. 
13. "Jesus of Nazareth passeth by." Luke 18 : 

37. 
14. "What will ye give me and I will deliver 

him to you?"    Matt. 2G : 15. 
15. "Ye blind guides which strain at a nat." 

Matt. 23 : 24. 
1G. For if the words spoken by the angels was 

steadfast."    Heb. 2 : 2. 
17. "And there were six steps to the throne." 

2 Chron. 9 :18. 
18. "Go thy way for this time."    Acts 24 : 25. 
19.. "I will   send  them  away fasting."    Matt. 

15: 32. 
20. "Strive to enter in at the strait gate." 

Luke 13 : 24. 
21. "Go ve therefore and teach all nations." 

Matt. 28: 19. 
22. "If ye know these things happy are ye if 

ye do them."   John 13:17. 
23. "Ye are the salt of the earth."   Matt. 5:13. 
24. "But now they desire a better country." 

Heb. 11 :16. 
N. A. FRAME. 

Elkhart, Jnd. 


